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VATICAN – HOLY SEE 
CHURCH OR STATE? 

(Lateran Treaty Changed) 
 
For nearly 700 years the papacy ruled as a church-state power until 1870 when the new 
government of the state of Italy (formally established in1861) seized the “papal states,” which 
included Rome. Pope Pius IX went into self-imposed imprisonment within a few buildings in 
central Rome. This wiped out the church-state hierarchy of the Catholic Church but not the 
Catholic Church. Vatican I was called during this period and some of the most sinister 
decisions regarding the church, its power and future plans were developed, including the 
concept of papal infallibility. 
 
To prevent remonstrance against the newly formed government, Italy passed a law entitled 
“Law of Papal Guarantees on May 13, 1871. It granted the pope sovereign honors and full 
freedom to exercise his spiritual authority, the right to receive and send ambassadors, with 
some minor territorial usage rights in Italy – plus a salary. Pope Pius IX refused to 
acknowledge this document. Immediately, the relationship between the Italian government and 
the Roman Catholic Church began to deteriorate. By May 1873 the Italian chamber of deputies 
invoked an 1866 law, taking over all religious orders, Catholic schools and hospitals 
throughout the country. That is when a serious blow came to the papacy. 
 
It was during this period of civic isolationism that Pope Leo XIII (1878-1903) came into power. 
He developed an official position on religious liberties and church-state relations, which 
demanded that states must not only care for religion but must “recognize the true religion 
professed by the Catholic church.” He was powerless to enact this and other dictums that 
evolved during this time. It wouldn’t be until Vatican II that they would implement this 
groundwork, which included “plans” to first coerce America and later the world.  
 
On February 11, 1929, the Lateran Treaty and Concordant between the Vatican and the 
kingdom of Italy was signed, which established the autonomy of the Holy See as a church-
state. On June 3, 1985, the Vatican and Italy ratified a new church-state treaty known as a 
“concordat,” which replaced the Lateran Pact of 1929. Though reported as a downgrade of 
Catholic power and papal influence, it actually gave greater international flexibility. To that 
point the original treaty declared Roman Catholicism as the state church of Italy. By separating 
from this, along with other legal stances, the Vatican – Holy See stands more independent 
without legal ties to Italy. This now opens the door for it to become a full-fledged member of 
the United Nations (U.N.) with the question of religious issues lessened. Also, Rome ceased to 
be declared in the concordats as a “Holy City.” 
 
The Holy See has been registered as a “Non-member State Permanent Observer” of the U.N. 
All other world religions serve as NGO’s or non-governmental organizations. Because of the 
rarely-used designation granted to the Holy See, it has privileges of a state like no other 
church has. It can speak and vote at all U.N. conferences. No other religion has this elevated 
status. Because U.N. conferences operate on a consensus, the ability to disagree with the  
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major consensus gives it significant power. It is most intriguing that the General Assembly 
never took a vote on the presence of the Holy See at the U.N.[1] 
 
The Vatican is not registered with the United Nations as a state but as the Holy See. By 
definition the Holy See is a non-territorial religious entity. It is not a state but the hierarchy of 
the Roman Catholic Church. 
 
Switzerland had been in a Permanent Observer status, but in February of 2002 they became a 
full-fledged U.N. member. The Vatican is now the only Permanent Observer “organization” not 
yet admitted as a full member of the U.N. 
 
The Vatican is situated on 108 acres and is a true sovereign state with citizenry, courts, police 
force, postal service and ambassadors. It is seen as a separate “nation.” Yet, its U.N. ties are 
totally religious. 
 
People look to the Vatican, not because of its vast military, economy or potential for 
commerce; they come in the hope to have contact with one of the most charismatic individuals 
in the world – the pope. He has enormous stature on the world scene. 
 
“Critics contend that on some issues he is too theologically conservative for the times, but the 
steady parade of world leaders has made it plain that he is a man to be reckoned with. 
 
“There are few experiences, even for a world leader, as daunting as being escorted through 
the elaborate halls of the Apostolic Palace. Along the way, thousands of years of history and 
power make their impression, even before the leader lays his eyes on the pope. 
 
“A world leader is received by the pope in the private library. Here they will exchange gifts and 
read statements typical of any state visit. But the Holy See is a religious state, and that means 
there are variations on normal diplomatic protocol.”[2] 
 
“The Roman Catholic Church first officially participated at the United Nations when the Vatican 
City was invited to United Nations conferences because of its membership in the Universal 
Postal Union and the International Telecommunication Union. In 1957, through an exchange of 
letters, the Holy See and the Secretary-General of the United Nations agreed to refer to the 
Papal delegation at the United Nations as the “Holy See.” Finally, on March 21, 1964, Pope 
Paul VI established the first Holy See ‘permanent observer’ mission at the United Nations. As a 
result, the Holy See is regarded as a ‘non-member state’ permanent observer.... 
 
“The status of a permanent observer places restrictions upon an entity’s role at the United 
Nations, and these limitations generally vary according to the type of permanent observer 
status. There are no provisions in either the United Nations Charter or the Rules of procedure 
of the Economic and Social Council (‘ECOSOC’) that specifically refer to the participation of 
non-United Nations members in ECOSOC meetings. However, non-member state observers 
have been invited to participate in meetings discussing matters of concern to those states. 
Since the Holy See is a permanent observer, it cannot cast a vote in the General Assembly of 
the United Nations. But permanent observers have sometimes participated, on an ad hoc 
basis, in General Assembly discussions and decisions. The Holy See has participated in the 
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General Assembly on several occasions. Pope Paul VI addressed that body on October 4, 
1965, and Pope John Paul II did so on October 2, 1978. The Permanent Observer for the Holy 
See addressed the Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly Devoted to 
Disarmament.”[3] 
 
In a legal sense the Holy See is a religious body represented at the U.N. Examination of its 
entry into the U.N. shows it achieved its exclusive position without meeting the proper criterion 
on member votes. It is quietly trying to achieve full status as a Non-member but not as the Holy 
See but as the Vatican, the official state! If it achieves this status and remains as a Holy See 
Permanent Observer, then it will be an achievement like no other in world politics, power or 
deceptive maneuverings has ever attained. 
 
As all this moves forward, “The Roman Catholic Church is uniquely positioned to influence 
international policy-making. It speaks on issues of concern for its religious following to 
numerous nations around the world. At the international level, the Roman Catholic Church 
uses its distinctive position at the United Nations to affect a wide range of global issues, 
including international economic development, women’s status, population, and family 
planning.... 
 
“The Holy See’s status at the UN entitles it to many of the same privileges enjoyed by 
governments. Yet, the Holy See lacks  traditional citizenry of its own. The Holy See speaks at 
the UN not as a nation-state addressing the pressing concerns of its citizens, but as a religion 
seeking to exert its version of morality on Catholics and non-Catholics alike. All of the other 
religions of the world are entitled only to the limited privileges of non-governmental 
organizations within the UN. The Roman Catholic Church therefore enjoys a unique degree of 
international political leverage typically reserved for governments.... 
 
“The Holy See serves as ‘the supreme organ of government of the [Catholic] Church,’ with the 
Pope designated as its head in the Code of Canon Law. It is, by definition, a non-territorial 
religious entity. The Holy See consists of the Pope, the College of Cardinals, and the Roman 
Curia – the departments and ministries that assist the Pope in the government of the Church. 
The Pope possesses supreme authority within the Church, and no one may appeal his 
decisions or decrees. The Pope’s authority rests on moral and spiritual principles and is not 
enforced by civil penalties. 
 
“Widely regarded as a ‘vassal’ territory of the Holy See, the Vatican City exists solely to 
provide a base for the central administration of the Roman Catholic Church. Only 0.44 square 
kilometers in size, the Vatican City is the smallest area in the world that claims statehood.[4] 
 
“... the Vatican is constantly interfering in American politics without any threat of congressional 
investigation. And such intervention occurs not only in the United States but across the world. 
 
“Since the Vatican’s intervention is almost as top secret as the CIA’s, the following little-known 
episodes, with one exception, are provided by Catholic writers.... 
 
“It is obvious from such intervention in foreign and domestic policy and in its opposition to both 
contraceptives and abortion, that the Vatican views itself as the fulfiller of a theocratic world 
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state, with the authority to tell legislators in democratic nations what they must or must not 
legislate. 
 
“If someone argues that the! church is merely engaged in moral instruction, it is essential to 
note the distinction between a civil state and a church. In the United States, the Constitution 
requires the government to ‘promote the general welfare;’ not just the welfare of those 
approved by the Vatican. Moreover, the Vatican is not just a church; it is also a state ruled by 
the same people who rule the church.... 
 
“It also means that the Vatican claims representation in the United Nations and functions like a 
nation-state in international gatherings at the same time that it functions like a church. Yet, 
American politicians would never investigate the Vatican’s numerous attempts to influence or 
control American foreign or domestic policy because, like a chameleon, it would claim it was 
merely functioning as a church, not as a state. In fact, it is already so powerful that anyone 
who tried to investigate it would find such an endeavor a political liability. 
 
“All this is evidence why political ecumenism is a real danger. Progressive Catholics and non-
Catholics must examine every proposal by Catholic bishops and Catholic politicians with 
unusual scrutiny as to whether they will move us ever closer to a theocratic state – quite like 
the state advocated by such Protestant right-wing groups as the Christian Coalition, Promise 
Keepers, Focus on the Family and James Kennedy’s Coral Ridge Ministries. There is some 
evidence that they may already be in bed together.”[5] 
 
Quietly and imperceptibly the influences of the Roman Catholic Church increases. It has, since 
1985, positioned itself in such a way it can play its church or state influence at will. Through 
social issues it is manipulating governments. Politicians are increasingly sympathetic to its 
demands because nearly everywhere they have Catholic constituents. The stage is being set 
for the assumption of power, which the Bible says will come. It will be supported by the U.S. 
government in unprecedented control to finally achieve a theocratic end one could easily call a 
tyranny.         
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