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Workshop Study 18 
 

Former and Latter Rain 
 
Introduction 
 
When God’s people crossed the Jordon and entered Canaan (~1400 B.C), many 
statutes and laws related to an agrarian life were activated. That became one 
reason that they needed to conquer that country. It was to be a unique farm 
community. 
 

• God’s blessings in that venture were conditional. Obedience to heaven’s 
mandates would be rewarded with water and good crops. 

• As nearly as can be dated, by the time Joel wrote his brief book, the 
northern ten tribes were history and the tribes of Judah and a small 
segment of Benjamin had long since returned from the Babylonian 
captivity. 

 
Because of apostasy once again, ~460 B.C., God permitted a plague of locust 
and scorching heat to come on the land. Many see the events and messages 
surrounding that time as metaphors for the end of time. 
 

1. Famine – due to locust and heat (Joel 1:1-20) – calamities (Matthew 24:7) 

2. A call to repentance (Joel 2:12-17). Work of the 144,000, culminating in 
loud cry, the last call to repentance (Daniel 12:1; Revelation 1:5-7a; 16:19; 
19:1-4, 7; 21:3-4). 

3. Promise that the plagues would end and the crops be restored (Joel 2:18-
20). God’s people delivered (Daniel 12:1) – the church becomes triumphant 
(Revelation 19, 21-22). 

 
Following God’s restoration promises, Joel shared these unique prophecies: 
 

• Restoration to be fulfilled in Joel’s and our day: “Be glad, people of 
Zion, rejoice in the LORD your God, for he has given you the autumn 
rains because he is faithful. He sends you abundant showers, both 
autumn and spring rains, as before” (Joel 2:23 – NIV). 

• Restoration to be fulfilled in our day: “And afterward, I will pour out my 
Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men 
will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. Even on my 
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servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days. I will 
show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and billows 
of smoke. The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before 
the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD. And everyone who 
calls on the name of the LORD will be saved; for on Mount Zion and in 
Jerusalem there will be deliverance, as the LORD has said, even among the 
survivors whom the LORD calls” (Joel 2:28-32 – NIV). 

 
Together, these prophecies reveal that there will be a Spirit-driven finale to 
redemptive history. Many Pentecostals correctly say that there will be an end-
time revival with a bountiful harvest.1 There is to be an early and latter rain 
experience. 
 
“In the time of the end, when God’s work in the earth is closing, the earnest 
efforts put forth by consecrated believers under the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
are to be accompanied by special tokens of divine favor.”2 
 
Literal Rain Seasons in Palestine 
 
After the Feast of Tabernacles in the fall, the early rain begins. 
 
After the spring Passover, the latter rains begin. 
 

1. Early Rain – winter rains (October/November to February/March).  
All grains sprout. Barley is additionally brought to harvest. 

2. Latter Rain – early summer rains (April/May to May/June). The wheat has 
already sprouted and is now ripened and brought to harvest.  

 
The Harvest of People 
 
This became a symbol for those whose future destiny was established (for 
people in Christ’s day and at the end of time)! The harvest is fixed – there’s no 
second chance to change crops. 
 

• “Therefore said he unto them, The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are 
few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth labourers 
into his harvest” (Luke 10:2). Their destiny has been judicially determined. 

• “And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like unto the 
Son of man, having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle. 

 
1 www.pre-trib.org 
2 Acts of the Apostles, p. 54 (emphasis added). 



3 
 

And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to him that 
sat on the cloud, Thrust in thy sickle, and reap: for the time is come for thee to 
reap; for the harvest of the earth is ripe” (Revelation 14:14-15). 

 
How those harvests are to be symbols at the end of time: 

• Righteous: 

1. Barley harvest  – Ripened by the early rain 
 – Spring – right at Passover time 
– 144,000 – those who finish the work 
– The wave sheaf (Revelation 14:4 – firstfruits) 

2. Wheat harvest  – Ripened by the latter rain 
– Early summer – the Feast of Weeks (Pentecost time) 
– The great multitude  
– Two loaves of bread waved before the Lord –  
    redemptive purpose is – complete – Jews and  
    Gentiles have become one. 

• Wicked: 

1. Grape harvest – Those who are wicked and become subject of God’s 
wrath (Revelation 14:18-20). 

 
“Come, and let us return unto the LORD: for he hath torn, and he will heal us; he 
hath smitten, and he will bind us up…. Then shall we know, if we follow on to 
know the LORD: his going forth is prepared as the morning; and he shall 
come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth” 
(Hosea 6:1, 3). 
 
“Ask ye of the LORD rain in the time of the latter rain; so the LORD shall 
make bright clouds, and give them showers of rain, to every one grass in the 
field” (Zechariah 10:1). 
 
The Rain Represents the Holy Spirit 
 
Joel has affirmed in that rain chapter the symbolic meaning of this rain: “And it 
shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh” 
(Joel 2:28, 32a). 
 
“There must be no neglect of the grace represented by the former rain. Only 
those who are living up to the light they have, will receive greater light. 
Unless we are daily advancing in the exemplification of the active Christian 
virtues, we shall not recognize the manifestations of the Holy Spirit in the 
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latter rain. It may be falling on hearts all around us, but we shall not discern or 
receive it.”3 Both Holy Spirit rains are needed. 
 
Figure: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
“For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground; 
I will pour out my Spirit on your offspring, and my blessing on your 
descendants” (Isaiah 44:3 – NIV). 
 
The Early Rain – Began Spiritually at Pentecost 
 
“The blessings received under the former rain are needful to us to the end…. 
As we seek God for the Holy Spirit, it will work in us meekness, humbleness of 
mind, a conscious dependence upon God for the perfecting latter rain.–TM 
507, 509” (1897).4   
 
“Many have in a great measure failed to receive the former rain. They have 
not obtained all the benefits that God has thus provided for them. They expect 

 
3 The Faith I Live By, 333 (emphasis added). 
4 Last Day Events, p. 187 (emphasis added). 
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that the lack will be supplied by the latter rain. When the richest abundance of 
grace shall be bestowed, they intend to open their hearts to receive it. They are 
making a terrible mistake. The work that God has begun in the human heart in 
giving His light and knowledge must be continually going forward. Every 
individual must realize his own necessity. The heart must be emptied of every 
defilement, and cleansed for the indwelling of the Spirit.”5  
 
“It is true that in the time of the end, when God's work in the earth is closing, the 
earnest efforts put forth by consecrated believers under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit are to be accompanied by special tokens of divine favor. Under the 
figure of the early and the latter rain, that falls in Eastern lands at seedtime and 
harvest, the Hebrew prophets foretold the bestowal of spiritual grace in 
extraordinary measure upon God's church. The outpouring of the Spirit in the 
days of the apostles was the beginning of the early, or former, rain, and glorious 
was the result. To the end of time the presence of the Spirit is to abide with 
the true church.”6 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
“The great issue so near at hand [enforcement of Sunday laws] will weed out 
those whom God has not appointed and He will have a pure, true, sanctified 
ministry prepared for the latter rain.” – 3SM 385 (1886).7 
 

• If there is to be a “weeding out,” a “shaking,” to prepare for the “latter rain,” 

what does that mean? 

• Judgment has gone before this occurs. That is seen in preparation for 

the seven-sealed scroll. Before it is opened, some throne room judicial 

 
5 Ye Shall Receive Power, p. 25 (emphasis added).   
6 Acts of the Apostles, p. 54 (emphasis added). 
7 Last Day Events, p. 179. 
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work has been completed and sealed. This is an issue not yet visited 

properly. 

 
“The great work of the gospel is not to close with less manifestation of the power 
of God than marked its opening. The prophecies which were fulfilled in the 
outpouring of the former rain at the opening of the gospel, are again to be 
fulfilled in the latter rain at its close. Here are ‘the times of refreshing’ to which 
the apostle Peter looked forward when he said, ‘Repent ye therefore, and be 
converted, that your sins may be blotted out when the times of refreshing shall 
come from the presence of the Lord; and he shall send Jesus.’ [Acts 3:19, 20.]”8  
 

• When are the sins of God’s people blotted out? 

• At the time of the latter rain. A special group of individuals is identified and 

set aside after the shaking occurs! Is this before or after the sealing? That 

is not clear. This period is brief. 

 
That Special Early Rain Power 
 
“In the midst of the throne, and round about the throne, were four beasts full of 
eyes before and behind. And the first beast was like a lion” (Revelation 4:6b-7a). 
 

• This first creature, being lion-like, is a symbol of the ensign or flag of the 
tribe of Judah (Revelation 5:5). 

• Later, when the first of the seven-sealed scroll was broken, John says:  
“I looked, and there before me was a white horse! Its rider held a bow, and 
he was given a crown, and he rode out as a conqueror bent on conquest” 
(Revelation 6:2 – NIV; cf. 11:5-6). That first creature said to the rider, 
“Come” – begin your mission (Revelation 6:1). 

 
Symbols: 
 

a. White – holiness, righteousness 

b. Horse – people, especially on a “military mission” (Song of Solomon 1:9, 
Isaiah 63:13, Zechariah 10:3).  

c. Joel even said in that rain/spirit chapter: “Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and 
sound an alarm in my holy mountain: let all the inhabitants of the land 
tremble: for the day of the LORD cometh, for it is nigh at hand; A day of 

 
8 The Great Controversy, p. 611. 
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darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds and of thick darkness, as the 
morning spread upon the mountains: a great people and a strong; there 
hath not been ever the like, neither shall be any more after it, even to 
the years of many generations…. The appearance of them is as the 
appearance of horses; and as horsemen, so shall they run” (Joel 2:1-2, 
4). 

 
This prophecy represents the 144,000 going out to finish the work. It occurs at 
the onset (Revelation 11:3-7a) of the three and a half years when the latter rain 
begins. They are holy firstfruits (Revelation 14:4).  
 
That raises a question: When were these “white horse people” prepared to 
receive holiness to go out on a victory mission for Christ? Is there a time in 
prophecy when a special endowment of divine power comes before the latter 
rain?  
 

• When was the door opened into heaven for the Philadelphia church 
(Revelation 3:7-11)? (Another symbol of the 144,000.) 

• It appears to be an early rain experience! 
 
Christ told John related to the seven churches: “He that hath an ear, hear what 
the Spirit saith to he churches.” There is a defining spiritual message uniquely 
given to each church. Five were given corrective measures. Yet they need to 
hear the Spirit’s voice. Two churches (Smyrna and Philadelphia) did not receive 
corrective messages. They represent the two candlesticks standing before God 
(Revelation 11:3-4) – God’s two witnesses. 
 

• When were these two prepared? 
 
There is only one contextual clue. It is indirect, but it is a unique divine visit 
(highly symbolic) from Christ. It is not the Second Coming, and it occurs before 
the last three and a half years, when the latter rain is poured out. It is found in the 
preparation chapter to witness (Revelation 10). 
 
Symbol of an Early Visit from Heaven – Early, then Latter Rain 

“And I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven, clothed with a 
cloud: and a rainbow was upon his head, and his face was as it were the 
sun, and his feet as pillars of fire” (Revelation 10:1). 
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The words “I saw” heralds a new visionary scene for John. He is on the earth 
observing a “mighty angel” “coming down,” or descending from heaven on a 
mission (cf. Revelation 5:2, 18:2).  
 

• His attributes are similar to those of Christ, described elsewhere by John 
(Revelation 1:13-15, 14:14-16; Daniel 10:5-6)! 

• It is Christ. 
 
This picture is contrasted with the beast, or Satan’s minions, ascending from 
the bottomless pit (9:1-3, 11:7; cf. 17:8)! Both enter earth’s history near its 
close. 
 

• Christ figuratively descends to help His people prepare to finish His work! 

• He also comes to deliver a timing prophecy (unfolded shortly). 

• Satan symbolically ascends from hell to help his people prepare to finish 
his work during a five-month period (cf. 9:2)! 

 
Christ descending is felt to be the beginning of special divine preparation 
to witness. It suggests a special early rain experience for God’s people, the 
144,000. It is a picture of heaven’s presence approaching planet earth. Who 
represents Jesus before His Second Coming?  
 

• The Holy Spirit (John 15:26). 

• Later, in Revelation 11:3 is recorded the timing period that God’s witnesses 
will evangelize the world. In the next verse (vs 4) the prophecy suggests 
that they are being given a full complement of the Holy Spirit – the latter 
rain, echoing the symbols introduced in Zechariah 4:2-6. 

• The descending of this “angel” suggests that it will be accompanied by a 
special divine experience! 

 
Again, it occurs before the 1260 days of witnessing. It is represented as an early 
experience of understanding – a rain experience that ripens the “barley 
harvest” – the “144,000.” 
 

• John does not now fall down in the presence of divine glory as he did in 
Revelation 1. 

• It is preparation time. There is a complete bonding with heaven. 
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• Note: The witnesses, the white horse, the 144,000, cannot witness until 
they eat the unsealed portion of Daniel. 

 
“We may be sure that when the Holy Spirit is poured out, those who did not 
receive and appreciate the early rain will not see or understand the value of the 
latter rain.–TM 399 (1896).”9 
 
Again, “Under the figure of the early and the latter rain, that falls in Eastern 
lands at seedtime and harvest, the Hebrew prophets foretold the bestowal of 
spiritual grace in extraordinary measure upon God's church.” 10 

“If we do not progress, if we do not place ourselves in an attitude to receive both 
the former and the latter rain, we shall lose our souls, and the responsibility will 
lie at our own door.”11 
 
Revelation 10 introduces us to an “early experience” required before the latter 
rain witnessing begins! 
 

“He was holding a little scroll, which lay open in his hand. He planted his 
right foot on the sea and his left foot on the land, … Then the angel I had 
seen standing on the sea and on the land raised his right hand to 
heaven. And he swore by him who lives for ever and ever, who created the 
heavens and all that is in them, the earth and all that is in it, and the sea 
and all that is in it, and said, “There will be no more delay!” (Revelation 
10:2, 5-6). 

 

• A tarrying time, a waiting time, is about to end! It is another oath between 
Christ and God (Daniel 12:7) of the truth regarding the three and a half 
years of witnessing. 

• Note: The KJV does not have the word “delayed” in verse 6. More recent 
translations include the word, stating that “there should be delay no longer.” 

 
9 Last Day Events, p. 195. 
10 Acts of the Apostles, p. 54 (emphasis added). 
11 Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers, pp. 507-508 (emphasis added). 
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“Daniel shall ‘stand in his lot at the end of the days’ (Dan. 12:13 [earlier the 
phrase ‘time of the end’ is used]). John sees the little book unsealed. Then 
Daniel’s prophecies have their proper place in the first, second, and third 
angels’ messages to be given to the world. The unsealing of the little book 
was the message in relation to time.” 12  
 

• Did you catch that? 

• The three angels’ messages must be bonded with the unsealed 
portion of Daniel! That is this Revelation 10 message. 

 
Focus – Eating that Little Book 
 

“And the voice which I heard from heaven spake unto me again, and said, 
Go and take the little book which is open in the hand of the angel which 
standeth upon the sea and upon the earth” (Revelation 10:8). 

 
We are reminded that the scroll remains open in Christ’s hand. Its contents are 
available to any student, to the church13 or even the whole world – for study.14 
 

 
12 Manuscript Releases, vol. 19, p. 320 (emphasis added).   
13 Osborne, Grant R.; Revelation (Baker Book House; Grand Rapids, MI), p. 402. 
14 Beale, G. K.; The New International Greek Testament Commentary; The Book of Revelation (William B. 

Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, Michigan – 1999), p. 548. 
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• The now unsealed visions of Daniel (ha hazon portions) can be 
understood. 

• They must be “eaten.” 

For the third time it is noted that this angel is standing on the sea and the earth. It 
is a point in time when Christ’s global power and authority are being expressed. 
It is associated with that open book and, again, antedating earth’s last three 
and a half years (11:2-3). It also precedes the judgment of the living (11:1 – 
which identifies those who ate that little book and are prepared to witness). When 
might that be? We are approaching that time now! 
 

• It will come in the fall of the year. 
 
John then takes possession of that scroll. 
 

• To imbibe the Word which has been sealed means that the Spirit’s 
presence is there to help him/us understand its contents. This suggests 
that an early rain experience has prepared them to internalize this 
scroll. 

• It will become so much a part of us and our thinking that we can share it 
with others, along with the three angels’ messages. 

Sequence that is unfolding: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Then – they are prepared to share it with the whole world. 
 

“And I went unto the angel, and said unto him, Give me the little book. And 
he said unto me, Take it, and eat it up; and it shall make thy belly bitter, but 
it shall be in thy mouth sweet as honey. And I took the little book out of the 
angel's hand, and ate it up; and it was in my mouth sweet as honey: and as 
soon as I had eaten it, my belly was bitter” (Revelation 10:9-10). 

 
Just as Angel Jesus predicted: 
 

• Eating it, enjoying its “taste” (its meaning) was wonderful. 
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• When internalized, it brought bitter opposition and reproach (as seen from 
Ezekiel’s account – Ezekiel 2:8–3:3). The early sharing of this prophecy 
within the church, the body that should be preparing to give the end-time 
message, brings resistance that is a bitter experience. 

 
What was in that book? Prophecies of the end-of-time conflict between Christ 
and Satan. 
 

“And he said unto me, Thou must prophesy again before many peoples, 
and nations, and tongues, and kings” (Revelation 10:11). 

 

• It is a divine “must” to the remnant witnesses.15 

• This command implies that that book can not only be understood but that 
power to witness will be given for that mission (Revelation 11:3)! 

 
This “list” of people who must hear earth’s last message is mentioned seven 
times in Revelation. It alludes to all nations in rebellion against God and His 
people (11:9, 13:7, 14:6, 17:15).16 Here, however, “kings” are added. World 
leaders are to hear. 
 
This will become their last warning. 

 
15 Osborne, op. cit., p. 404.  
16 Osborne, op. cit., p. 405.  
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Before the last three and a half years, God’s witnesses, the firstfruits, the 
144,000, will have had a purifying early rain experience. 
 

“and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months. And I 
will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand 
two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth” (Revelation  
11:2b-3). 

 
God’s church will be persecuted for forty-two months. During this time the final 
“witnesses” will “prophesy” – they (the barley harvest, the 144,000) will finish the 
work to bring in the wheat harvest under the latter rain. 
 
The Final Gospel Power – The Latter Rain! 
 
In a repeated message E. G. White said: “But near the close of earth’s harvest, a 
special bestowal of spiritual grace is promised to prepare the church for the 
coming of the Son of man. This outpouring of the Spirit is likened to the falling of 
the latter rain; and it is for this added power that Christians are to send their 
petitions to the Lord of the harvest ‘in the time of the latter rain.’ In 
response, ‘the Lord shall make bright clouds, and give them showers of rain.’ ‘He 
will cause to come down … the rain, the former rain, and the latter rain,’ 
Zechariah 10:1; Joel 2:23.”17 
 
“And I will give power unto my two witnesses,” (vs 3) 
 
This is a prophetic promise to those “eating” the “little book” and commissioned 
to “prophesy again” (10:10-11) that God will work with them. That’s the Latter 
Rain. 
 

“These are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before 
the God of the earth” (Revelation 11:4). 

 
Zechariah saw, in an angel-directed vision, a golden candlestick with seven 
lamps. Golden oil (vs 12) came from two olive trees into a bowl that, in turn, fed 
those seven lamps, which created light (Zechariah 4:1-6). 
 

• The angel also noted that those two olive trees were “two anointed ones” 
that stand by the “Lord of the whole earth” (Zechariah 4:14) (without 
explanation). 

 
17 Acts of the Apostles, p. 55 (emphasis added). 
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• He had heard these words: 
 
“This is the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by 
power [human], but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts” (Zechariah 4:6). 
 

• The “two olive trees’ represented the “immediate source” of the “holy oil” or 
the Holy Spirit. The oil then goes to the candlesticks to produce light. 
Revelation started out with seven candles, but here only two are left. 

 
Zerubbabel, the governor of Judah, and Joshua, the High Priest, were “set aside” 
to represent the Spirit-led restoration of God’s people – just like those two 
candlesticks. 
 

• These two leaders, lay and ordained, were witnesses of God’s cleansing 
power and mission. 

• That power originated with those two olive trees to bring “holy oil” to His 
people. 

• Then this amazing promise: “Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion: for, lo,  
I come, and I will dwell in the midst of thee, saith the LORD. And many 
nations shall be joined to the LORD in that day, and shall be my 
people: and I will dwell in the midst of thee, and thou shalt know that the 
LORD of hosts hath sent me unto thee” (Zechariah 2:10-11). 

• These remaining candlesticks/candles also represent Smyrna and 
Philadelphia. 

 
Thus, we have a fascinating association here in Revelation between two 
heavenly anointed beings (commissioned for a specific task but never defined) 
that administer or direct the oil (the Holy Spirit) to two “candleholders” to provide 
a full complement of light. 
 
The stunning “oil,” or Holy Spirit, is flowing out to God’s two witnesses. This is the 
“latter rain” experience that begins at the appointed time. It is like a Pentecost 
experience many times over. Revelation 11:5 and 6 clearly reveal that nothing 
will stop the work of these witnesses. It will be the most powerful evangelistic 
outreach in history. 
 

“And when they shall have finished their testimony,” (Revelation 11:7a). 
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“Then, as at the Pentecostal season, the people will hear the truth spoken to 
them, every man in his own tongue. God can breathe new life into every soul that 
sincerely desires to serve him, and can touch the lips with a live coal from off the 
altar, and cause them to become eloquent with his praise. Thousands of voices 
will be imbued with the power to speak forth the wonderful truths of God’s 
word. The stammering tongue will be loosed, and the timid will be made strong 
to bear courageous testimony to the truth. May the Lord help his people to 
cleanse the soul-temple from every defilement, and to maintain so close a 
connection with him that they may be partakers of the latter rain when it shall be 
poured out.”18 
 
The message of God’s last evangelists is summed up by “their testimony” (vs 
7a). That testimony is also “their prophecy” (Revelation 10:11). 
 

• This mission ends at the termination of the 1260 days (again called the 
“appointed time” in Daniel 8:19, 11:35; cf. Revelation 11:3). 

• God will not permit Satan to experience even a temporary triumph in 
blocking the global spread of the gospel until that witnessing is 
completed.19 

This final work moves forward under severe persecution (attested to by the fifth 
Seal). But that mission will succeed. The concept in that Seal reveals that the 
horrors don’t stop “until the number [of the martyred saints] is complete” 
(Revelation 6:11).20 
 

• They maintain their “conquering perseverance” (first Seal imagery – 
Revelation 6:1-2) even to death. 

• “And they overcame him [Satan] by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word 
of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death” (Revelation 
12:11). 

 
Overview – Deeper View 
 
Early Rain fulfilled in three ways: 
 

1. At Pentecost  

 
18 Gospel Workers, pp. 383-384 (emphasis added). 
19 Osborne, op. cit., p. 424. 
20 Ibid. 
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“It is left with us to remedy the defects in our characters, to cleanse the soul 
temple of every defilement. Then the latter rain will fall upon us as the early 
rain fell upon the disciples on the Day of Pentecost.”21 

“Under the influence of the Spirit, words of penitence and confession 
mingled with songs of praise for sins forgiven…. Thousands were 
converted in a day.”22 

“The outpouring of the Spirit in the days of the apostles was the beginning 
[it would go on] of the early, or former, rain, and glorious was the result. 
To the end of time the presence of the Spirit is to abide with the true 
church.”23 

2. This “early rain” is also a continuation of Pentecost right to the end. It 
began with power and drama. We are advised: 

“At no point in our experience can we dispense with the assistance of that 
which enables us to make the first start. The blessings received under 
the former rain are needful to us to the end…. As we seek God for the 
Holy Spirit, it will work in us meekness, humbleness of mind, a conscious 
dependence upon God for the perfecting latter rain.”24 
 
This is reflected in the continued work of the Holy Spirit in the gospel 
Christian era. In fact, E. G. White notes: 

“The dispensation in which we are now living is to be, to those that 
ask, the dispensation of the Holy Spirit. Ask for His blessing. It is time 
we were more intense in our devotion. To us is committed the arduous, but 
happy, glorious work of revealing Christ to those who are in darkness. We 
are called to proclaim the special truths for this time. For all this the 
outpouring of the Spirit is essential. We should pray for it. The Lord expects 
us to ask Him. We have not been wholehearted in this work.”25 

In this “rain” era, we are marvelously told how we are to benefit from the 
Holy Spirit. 

a. Dwells within us (Romans 8:9, I Corinthians 3:16, II Timothy 1:4) 

b. Teaches us (I Corinthians 2:13) 

c. Leads us (Galatians 5:17-18, 25) 

d. Binds us to God (II Corinthians 1:22) 

 
21 Counsels for the Church, p. 334 (1882–1889) (emphasis added). 
22 Last Day Events, p. 185 (emphasis added).   
23 Acts of the Apostles, p. 54 (emphasis added). 
24 Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers, pp. 507, 509 (1897) (emphasis added). Last Day Events, p. 187.   
25 Ibid., p. 511 (emphasis added).   
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e. “That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted 
and grounded in love, May be able to comprehend with all saints 
what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; And to know 
the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled 
with all the fulness of God…. Till we all come in the unity of the faith, 
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ” (Ephesians 3:17-19, 
4:13) 

 
“‘This is the will of God, even your sanctification.’ [1 Thess. 4:3] …Oh, let 
the work be done under the special direction of the Holy Spirit. The 
Lord demands all the powers of mind and being.”26 
  
“The lapse of time has wrought no change in Christ’s parting promise to 
send the Holy Spirit as His representative. It is not because of any 
restriction on the part of God that the riches of His grace do not flow 
earthward to men. If the fulfillment of the promise is not seen as it might 
be, it is because the promise is not appreciated as it should be. If all were 
willing, all would be filled with the Spirit. [Eph. 5:18].”27  

3. There is a special early rain experience that prepares the 144,000 to 
witness – as we saw in the work of Christ coming down with that open 
book.28 

Observations: 

a. It will occur before the last 3½ years. 

b. It will likely occur in the fall, before that 3½-year period (Revelation  
1-4). 

c. It will require a masterful understanding of the unsealed book of 
Daniel. 

d. It will require a willingness to experience opposition. 

e. It will require accepting a mission to teach, preach, evangelize. 
 

 
26 Letter 105, 1898, pp. 5-7. (To Elder and Mrs. S. N. Haskell, November 28, 1898), Manuscript Releases, vol. 4, 

p. 349 (emphasis added). 
27 Prayer, p. 160 (emphasis added). 
28 Acts of the Apostles, p. 54. 
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Latter Rain Quotations 
 
“And at the commencement of the time of trouble, we were filled with the Holy 
Ghost as we went forth and proclaimed the Sabbath more fully.”29   

“‘The commencement of that time of trouble,’ here mentioned does not 
refer to the time when the plagues shall begin to be poured out, but to a 
short period just before they are poured out, while Christ is in the sanctuary. 
At that time, while the work of salvation is closing, trouble will be coming on the 
earth, and the nations will be angry, yet held in check so as not to prevent the 
work of the third angel. At that time the ‘latter rain,’ or refreshing from the 
presence of the Lord, will come, to give power to the loud voice of the third 
angel, and prepare the saints to stand in the period when the seven last plagues 
shall be poured out.”30  
 
“I heard those clothed with the armor speak forth the truth with great 
power. [suggests white horse people – first Seal – the 144,000] It had effect. 
Many had been bound; some wives by their husbands, and some children by 
their parents. The honest who had been prevented from hearing the truth now 
eagerly laid hold upon it. All fear of their relatives was gone, and the truth alone 
was exalted to them. They had been hungering and thirsting for truth; it was 
dearer and more precious than life. I asked what had made this great change. An 
angel answered, ‘It is the latter rain, the refreshing from the presence of the 
Lord, the loud cry of the third angel.’”31 [discuss] 
 
In some repetition in Early Writings: “And at the commencement of the time of 
trouble, we were filled with the Holy Ghost as we went forth [white horse of 
first Seal – 144,000] and proclaimed the Sabbath more fully (similar to above – 
then:). This enraged the churches and nominal Adventists, as they could not 
refute the Sabbath truth. And at this time God's chosen all saw clearly that we 
had the truth [This is the turning point for the world!!!], and they came out 
and endured the persecution with us. I saw the sword, famine, pestilence, and 
great confusion in the land. The wicked thought that we had brought the 
judgments upon them, and they rose up and took counsel to rid the earth of us, 
thinking that then the evil would be stayed.”32 
 

 
29 Early Writings, p. 85 (emphasis added).   
30 Ibid. (emphasis added)  
31 Ibid., pp. 271-272 (emphasis added).   
32 Ibid., p. 33 (emphasis added). 
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We have seen this sequence: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Problem quotation: 
 
“Not one of us will ever receive the seal of God while our characters have one 
spot or stain upon them. It is left with us to remedy the defects in our characters, 
to cleanse the soul temple of every defilement. Then the latter rain will fall upon 
us as the early rain fell upon the disciples on the Day of Pentecost.”33 
 
Does this mean that we must be holy before the latter rain is poured out?  
 

• This quotation raises many concerns: Might the early rain be far more 
powerful than we have assumed? 

 
Latter Rain Effect 
 
“The message will be carried not so much by argument as by the deep 
conviction of the Spirit of God. The arguments have been presented. The 
seed has been sown, and now it will spring up and bear fruit.”34  
 
“Almost unconsciously barriers have been erected in the strait and narrow way; 
stones of stumbling have been placed in the path; these will all be rolled away. 
The safeguards which false shepherds have thrown around their flocks will 
become as nought; thousands will step out into the light, and work to spread the 
light. Heavenly intelligences will combine with the human agencies. Thus 
encouraged, the church will indeed arise and shine, throwing all her sanctified 
energies into the contest; thus the design of God is accomplished; the lost pearls 
are recovered.”35 
 

 
33 Counsels for the Church, p. 334 (1882–1889 (emphasis added). 
34 The Great Controversy, p. 612 (1888) (emphasis added). 
35 Evangelism, pp. 692-693 (emphasis added). 
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